Noteworthy News

(From news of the day)



FREE TO USE OTHER ID 

    “Five men who contend Social Security numbers are the ``mark of the beast'' in the Book of Revelation will be able to use other forms of identification to apply for California driver's licenses. Superior Court Judge Diane Wayne, in ruling against the state Department of Motor Vehicles, said the men have ‘sincerely held religious convictions . . . that anyone who uses his or her Social Security number is in danger of not receiving eternal life.’” -- The Associated Press (THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE, Nov. 1, 1997)

Doesn’t it seem odd that God would have spoken about the 
American
 Social Security system to Asian Christians almost 2,000 years ago to help comfort them in the face of their present persecutions?  Those who believe such reject the context given to the book of Revelation by John himself in chapter 1:1-3 (things that would shortly come to pass).  Revelation is book of signs and symbols, and whenever we start making them literal we do great injustice to God’s word, its message and its purposes.                -Joe Price



LDS Members Total 10 Million

    “The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, which was organized in 1830 with six members, will reach the milestone of 10 million members during the first week of November, according to church statisticians. The projection is based on reports from units around the world and recent growth trends, said LDS spokesman Don LeFevre. 

    From the faith's formal organization in western New York, it was 117 years before membership reached the million mark in 1947. The latest million took just three years, LeFevre said. 

    Although Salt Lake City remains its world headquarters today, the LDS Church has expanded over the years to more than 160 nations and territories. Today more than half of LDS members live outside the United States, LeFevre said, including more than 3 million in Mexico, Central and South America.” -- Peggy Fletcher Stack (SALT LAKE TRIBUNE, Nov. 1, 1997)

The Mormon Church is growing, that’s for sure.  Numbers are very important to many folks when it comes to religion.  “So many people can’t be wrong” has been heard by this writer from the mouths of Mormons and others on more than one occasion.  But numbers do not make us right.  Look at Noah, Joshua and Caleb, Gideon and his men, Daniel and his three friends, Jesus and the twelve.  But how can Mormons, Catholics, Protestants, Muslims, etc. all be right when they appeal to numbers?  Is truth decided by the number of followers?  Not according to Jesus:  “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.  Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.”  (Matt. 7:13-14)                 -Joe Price



��

     Assignments:  Sunday, November 9, 1997

 Announcements:  Rick Holt

 Opening Prayer:  Rick Holt / Ed DeWisperleare

 Closing Prayer:  Walt Humphrey / TBA

 Song Leader:  TBA / Dan Head

 Scripture:  TBA / Charles Fair

 Lord’s Supper: R. McGrew/K. Alsobrook/P. Price

 Bldg. Cleanup (Nov. 15):  Gardner

�THE SPIRIT’S SWORD

“And take...the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph. 6:17)
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Purer In Heart, O
 God



“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”  (Matthew 5:8)



Christianity is a heart-based religion.  Indeed, there must be proper actions to be a follower of Christ, but every action of obedience must be an expression of the heart.



Purifying the heart is a deliberate act on our part.  While some believe only God an act of grace on God’s part can accomplish such a thing, the Bible commands every sinner to “purify your heart(s)” (James 4:8).  The heart or soul is purified when we obey the truth of God (1 Peter 1:22).  Yes, it is the power of God through the blood of Jesus which purifies or cleanses the heart.  Man cannot save himself.  But, without intentional obedience of faith on our part, the cleansing of the heart will not occur (cf. Psa. 51:7-10; Proverbs 20:9; 1 Jno. 1:9).



When we deliberately determine to have a pure heart and have been cleansed by the blood of Jesus, here are some things which will come out of our hearts:



1.  The truth - Psalm 15:2.

2.  Fervent love of one another - 1 Peter 1:22; 1 Timothy 1:5.

3.  Remembrance of the words of truth - 2 Peter 3:1.

4.  Strong conviction with a pure conscience - 1 Timothy 3:9.

5.  Faithful service to God - 2 Timothy 1:3.

6.  Calling upon the Lord - 2 Timothy 2:22.

7.  Good things - Matthew 12:35.



The pure heart is rewarded by God with a place in the presence of God (Psa. 24:4).  Jesus assures the pure in heart that their hope will be realized.  Their purity is not in vain.  They shall see God (they shall inherit an eternal blessing).  Purity is worth it!                    -Joe Price

	WHAT BELONGS TO "CAESAR?"



We use "Caesar" here to refer to civil government, remembering that Jesus said, "Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's" (Matthew 22:21).  When the Herod�ians attempted to ensnare Jesus as an enemy of the state, He respond�ed with one of the best remembered statements of His entire life.



What does it have to do with you and me today?   In whatever country the Christian finds himself a citizen, God's word marks out some unalterable things which "belong to Caesar."  Briefly review them with me so that we may be like Christ in this matter.



The basic thing which belongs to Caesar which citizens are to render is SUBJECTION.  Fundamentally, this is because God established civil government in the first place.  "Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities.  For there is no authority except from God; and the authorities that exist are appointed by God" (Romans 13:1).  Our subjection to government takes several forms, some of which are dis�cussed in the Bible.



1.  Obedience to its laws.  This obedience is to be given to all levels of government (cf. 1 Peter 2:13-14).  The apostle Paul illus�trates this obedience in his defense before Festus (Acts 25:11).  We are to do more than merely obey those laws with which we agree.  Only when civil law violates divine law are we obligated to forego the former (Acts 5:29).



2.  Respect for our leaders.  That may be hard to do, given the corruption that seems so common in politics.  No harder though, I suppose, than it would be to honor Nero, the king of Rome about the time this commandment was given (1 Peter 2:17).



3.  Pay our taxes.  Yes, this is an obligation endorsed by Jesus (Matthew 22:17-21).



4.  Our prayers.  We owe it to our country and our leaders to pray for them.  God rules the nations (Acts 17:26; John 19:10-11).  As God's people, we must petition Him on behalf of our rulers.  In this way, we affect the affairs of nations.



		Government exists for our benefit (Romans 13:3-4).  When Christians "render unto Caesar" his due, they are obeying God (Romans 13:2).

-Joe Price




HOW BEAUTIFUL HEAVEN MUST BE      
               
Notes

{Scripture Reading:  Hebrews 11:9-16}



Heaven is the home of God’s faithful - Heb. 11:9-16 (Phil. 3:20).

	1.	Christian’s greatest home is a home with God - Col. 1:5.

	2.	What joy to enter our heavenly home! - Matt. 25:21, 34, 46



I.		WHAT IS HEAVEN?

	A.	Three Distinct Uses In The Bible:

		1.	The atmospheric heavens - the sky 
(
Gen. 1:
20
).

		2.	The celestial heavens - outer space
 (Gen. 
1:14-18).

		3.	The perfect & eternal abode of God - Heaven - Deut. 26:15; 								Matt. 7:21.

	B.	Descriptions Of Heaven Include:  Kingdom (Matt. 25:34); 							Country & City (Heb. 11:16); A Garden (Rev. 22:1-2).

II.	WHAT IS HEAVEN LIKE?  (Rev. 21-22)

	A.	A “New” Order Of Existence For The People Of God - 21:1-5.

	B.	A Place Of Perfection & Completeness - 21:9-21.

	C.	A Place Of Perpetual Fellowship With God - 21:3, 22-27; 22:4.

	D.	A Place Of Peace & Rest - 21:4-6 .

	E.	A Place Of Worship & Service - 21:22; 22:3 .

III.	WHO WILL BE THERE?

	A.	Those Who Obey Jesus & Overcome The World - Rev. 14:12-13; 						21:7.  (Matt. 7:21; Heb. 5:9).











CHARACTER BUILDING:  COMPASSION


{Scripture Reading:  Luke 10:30-37}



Compassion:  "To have pity, a feeling of distress through the ills of 

others" (Vine, I:218).  Akin to mercy, "the outward manifestation of pity."



I.	COMPASSION:  THE CHARACTER OF CARING.

	A.	God's Elect Have Received Compassion - 3:12; Rom. 9:15.

II.COMPASSION IS THE CHARACTER OF EVANGELISM - Matt. 9:35-38.

	A.	We Need To Do More Evangelism.  (All Of Us!) Mk. 16:15 (Lk. 15:1-7);

			1 Cor. 9:22, 19; Acts 20:18-20.

III.	COMPASSION IS THE CHARACTER OF FORGIVENESS.

	A.	Compassion Removes The Limits Of Our Forgiveness - Matt. 18:21-35;

			Luke 6:27-28, 35-36.

IV.	COMPASSION IS THE CHARACTER OF HELPING THE LESS FORTUNATE

		- Mk. 1:40-42; Isa. 1:16-17; Lk. 10:33-34 Matt. 7:12





Building hearts of compassion 
will generate godly character 
within
 
our lives.


It is th
e character of God's holy ones!



( Remember: Cory Hollister....Jonathan Holden.... Margaret Hall of Chandler, AZ, a Christian who had a kidney removed on Friday....Don DeWispeleare, Ed’s brother....Beulah Walker.



( Out of town:  Connie Gardner, Morris, Jess, Shane & Aaron Bass, Barbara Melton. 



( Classes #1 (2-3 yr. olds) & class #4 (9-11 yr. olds - male teacher only) need teachers for the Dec.-Feb. quarter.  Please help by letting Gary Bass know.



( Men’s class (Thur. pm); Women’s class (Fri. am).



( VISITORS WELCOME....MEMBERS EXPECTED! (










